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Wikis - Editable by anyone, collaborative
Freely licensed - can be re-used by anyone

Worldwide
Multilingual

Volunteer-driven
No ads - entirely funded by donations

Wikimania 2014 Group Photo, by Ralf Roletschek, CC BY-SA 3.0 AT, via Wikimedia Commons



Wikimania 2014 Group Photo, by Ralf Roletschek, CC BY-SA 3.0 AT, via Wikimedia Commons

Imagine a world in which every single human being 
can freely share in the sum of all knowledge. 
That's our commitment.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Vision 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Vision


Free knowledge

Shaddim, CC BY 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_commons_license_spectrum.svg


A worldwide movement
Independent Wikimedia affiliates (chapters and regional user groups), August 2015
Lodewijk Gelauff, CC0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_chapters_existing_and_regional_user_groups.svg


Hundreds of partnerships
around the world

since the mid-2000s

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM 

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/GLAM




Edit-a-thons

Editathon "Wikipedia ama el cine", 2015, Cineteca Nacional, Mexico. Luisalvas CC BY SA 4.0



https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/¡Ay,_qué_tiempos,_señor_Don_Simón! 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C2%A1Ay,_qu%C3%A9_tiempos,_se%C3%B1or_Don_Sim%C3%B3n


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wangari_Maathai 

Audiovisual media 
in Wikipedia 
articles?

Voice recording (short 
excerpt) from BBC's 
archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wangari_Maathai




https://commons.wikimedia.org 

https://commons.wikimedia.org


PKharote CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=62945901


First steps
Wiki Loves Art at Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, 2009. Laurine - CC BY SA 2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WLANL_-_Laurine_-_DSC037591.jpg


Media uploads to Wikimedia Commons: 
videos illustrating Wikipedia articles

Historical newsreels from the Netherlands Institute for Sound and 
Vision

https://lv.wikipedia.org/wiki/1._sievie%C5%A1u_%C5%A1aha_olimpi%C4%81de 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_from_Open_Beelden 

https://lv.wikipedia.org/wiki/1._sievie%C5%A1u_%C5%A1aha_olimpi%C4%81de
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_from_Open_Beelden


https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcel_Breuer  

https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcel_Breuer


http://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/baglama2/#gid=81&month=201809 

http://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/baglama2/#gid=81&month=201809


Loic Tallon: "Creating Access beyond metmuseum.org: The Met Collection on Wikipedia"

https://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/now-at-the-met/2018/open-access-at-the-met-year-one


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yoshua_Bengio 

Mind of the 
Universe 

open 
licensing 
by a public 
broadcaster

VPRO in partnership 
with the Netherlands 
Institute for Sound and 
Vision

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yoshua_Bengio


http://blog.euscreen.eu/2018/06/this-is-how-open-publication-of-broadcasting-content-can-make-a-difference/ 

http://blog.euscreen.eu/2018/06/this-is-how-open-publication-of-broadcasting-content-can-make-a-difference/


Releasing your own productions under Creative Commons licenses 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_from_Netherlands_Media_Art_Institute 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_from_Netherlands_Media_Art_Institute


Wikimedians in Residence in 2012. CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported, Rock Drum, 

Wikimedians in 
Residence

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedians_in_Residence_at_GLAMcamp_London.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedians_in_Residence_at_GLAMcamp_London.JPG


Most recent 
approaches and 

challenges



Bridging data 
across the web

Gustave Caillebotte: Study for the Pont de l'Europe (ca. 1876). Museum of Fine Arts of Rennes, Public Domain

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caillebotte-PontdeL'Europe-Rennes.jpg


GLAM collections are not islands

Isaac Sailmaker: The Island of Barbados (ca. 1694). Yale Center for British Art, Public Domain

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Isaac_Sailmaker_-_The_Island_of_Barbados_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


Linking Open Data cloud diagram

https://www.lod-cloud.net 

https://www.lod-cloud.net


Linked Open Data
in Wikimedia projects



Wikimedia Commons

English Wikipedia

Indonesian Wikipedia Finnish Wikipedia
French Wikipedia



• Centralizes 
interwiki links

• Centralizes data 
in infoboxes

• Offers an 
interface for 
‘rich queries’ 

• Multilingual
• Referenced
• All data is CC0 – 

freely reusable 
by everyone

Structures the ‘sum of all human knowledge’



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q55165 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q55165


https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/?q=Q236656&lang=en 

Wikidata as 
authority hub

https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/?q=Q236656&lang=en


VIAF



https://query.wikidata.org 

http://tinyurl.com/y8gssvpj 

https://query.wikidata.org
http://tinyurl.com/y8gssvpj


http://tinyurl.com/y8gssvpj 

http://tinyurl.com/y8gssvpj


Histropedia timeline - Swedish women who are actresses AND film directors

http://histropedia.com/showcase/wikidata-viewer.html?q=SELECT%20DISTINCT%20?item%20?itemLabel%20?pic%20?date_of_birth%20WHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20?item%20(wdt:P106/wdt:P279*)%20wd:Q33999.%0A%20%20?item%20wdt:P106%20wd:Q2526255.%0A%20%20?item%20wdt:P21%20wd:Q6581072.%0A%20%20?item%20wdt:P27%20wd:Q34.%0A%20%20?item%20wdt:P18%20?pic.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase:label%20%7B%20bd:serviceParam%20wikibase:language%20%22%5BAUTO_LANGUAGE%5D,en%22.%20%7D%0A%20%20OPTIONAL%20%7B%20?item%20wdt:P569%20?date_of_birth.%20%7D%0AOPTIONAL%20%7B%20?item%20wdt:P570%20?date_of_death.%20%7D%0A%7D&md=true&g=item&l=item&t=itemLabel&s=date_of_birth&e=date_of_death&i=pic&v=t


How do 
GLAMs(*) 
benefit from 
Wikidata?

(*) and major web 
platforms!

http://tinyurl.com/zqjz6q2 

http://tinyurl.com/zqjz6q2


1 - have data on wikidata
2 - link to Wikidata
3 - use data from Wikidata
4 - work together through Wikidata



1 - Data publication 
on Wikidata places 
collections in their 
worldwide context



https://blog.wikimedia.org/2016/11/05/wikidata-visiting-scholar-art-dataset
/ 

National Library of Wales  
uploaded data about its
Welsh Landscape Collection 
on Wikidata 
and enriched it there

https://blog.wikimedia.org/2016/11/05/wikidata-visiting-scholar-art-dataset/
https://blog.wikimedia.org/2016/11/05/wikidata-visiting-scholar-art-dataset/


Enrichment via Wikidata:
Welsh Landscape Collection 
– depicted locations now geotagged (Query)

http://tinyurl.com/yc275o9g


Multilinguality via Wikidata:
Things depicted in the collections of 

National Library of Wales, 
shown in French (Query)

http://tinyurl.com/y865xqw2


2 - Linking to Wikidata 
in collection 
databases makes 
metadata linked (and 
more robust)



Yle: keywords 
connected 
with Wikidata 
items

● Helps to link the different 'data silos' of YLE 
● Allows tagging with niche topics that are not in other vocabularies

http://wikimedia.fi/2016/04/15/yle-3-wikidata/ & presentation by Pia Virtanen at EBU MDN workshop 2016

Things, 
not strings

http://wikimedia.fi/2016/04/15/yle-3-wikidata/
https://tech.ebu.ch/docs/events/mdn2016/presentations/Pia_Virtanen_YLE_EBU%20MDN%202016.pdf


Quora



https://pro.europeana.eu/page/get-your-vocabularies-in-wikidata 

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/get-your-vocabularies-in-wikidata


Musical instruments on Wikidata linked to the MIMO vocabulary 
http://tinyurl.com/yao9xmwq 

 

http://tinyurl.com/yao9xmwq


3 - Data pulled from 
Wikidata can be 
used to enrich one's 
own collection 
website





https://journal.code4lib.org/articles/13424 

https://journal.code4lib.org/articles/13424


iOS
Siri Knowledge



4 - Work together 
through Wikidata as 
shared knowledge 
base



Shared knowledge infrastructure for digital preservation
http://wikidp.org/ 
https://ipres2017.jp/wp-content/uploads/7.pdf 

http://wikidp.org/
https://ipres2017.jp/wp-content/uploads/7.pdf


Federated Linked Open Data with Wikibase



Catalog of internet 
artworks preserved by 
Rhizome.org

using Wikibase



https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/
09/06/rhizome-wikibase/ 

https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/1
0/24/wikibasenyc-conference/ 

https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/09/06/rhizome-wikibase/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/09/06/rhizome-wikibase/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/10/24/wikibasenyc-conference/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/2018/10/24/wikibasenyc-conference/


2017-19

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data


October: Ten Days That Shook The World, a 1928 
film by Grigori Aleksandrov and Sergei Eisenstein 
about the 1917 October Revolution. 
Public Domain. 
Video uploaded from YouTube to Commons 
by Racconish.

Strings, not 
things :(

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:October_Ten_Days_That_Shook_the_World_(1928).webm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Racconish


Structured Data on Commons
2017-2019

adding metadata on Commons 
in a structured & machine-readable format

making Commons files easier to 
view, search, edit, organize and re-use, 

in many languages



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data


Mockup: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0 / GFDL
Camel: Walters Art Museum / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 3.0 / 
GFDL

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Full_page_mockup_of_camel_file_page.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License
http://thewalters.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chinese_-_Camel_-_Walters_492383_-_Profile.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Fisherman on the Volta River, 2017, own work, Alimaihli, CC BY-SA 4.0 (for Wiki Loves Africa)

GLAM pilot projects
→ Diverse and representative
→ Support and documentation

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2017_06_Ali-_01171-5-2.jpg


● files on Commons as Linked Open Data
● multilinguality
● refined APIs

○ data synchronization and metadata 
round-tripping!

○ more refined impact statistics



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:International_Image_Interoperability_Framework 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:International_Image_Interoperability_Framework


Thank you!
Questions?


