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1. Access to Heritage

Background
• 50. Anniversary of European television

• Television archives are a major heritage resource for 

building a European identity
Access Restrictions
• Inhouse focus to serve production needs

• genuine metadata model and cataloging standards

• Rights clearing extremely complex and time consuming
• Remote access to DB systems barely exists:

• not established or

• only for professionals, not for research or public
• No cross-archive-retrieval

• genuine DB systems
• language

• Package shipping vs. on line delivery



2. The BIRTH Project

• Media Plus Pilot Project (2003-2005)

• The project BIRTH aims at building up a multimedia-based, 

multilingual pool of archive material.



3. Building the BIRTH Retrieval Network

- Focus on first two decades of regular European television 
and three target user groups:

- General Public

- Academics
- Professionals

- Re-tracing and preservation of content
- Rights clearing for web use and delivery

- Metadata enrichment for multilingual retrieval
- Conversion to digital working and access formats

- Harmonized metadata structure for cross archive retrieval

- User survey 2003
- Co-operation with television history researchers

- European Television History Network (Utrecht April '05)
- Networking with other R&D projects (PRESTOSTPACE) 

and archives



4. Architecture
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5. Contribution
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6. BIRTH Multilingual Thesaurus



7. Use and Exploitation Plans

Expansion
- content

- suppliers

- scope (time & space)

VideoActive
- Stimulating cultural/scholarly content 

enrichment across European archive 

borders

- All members of the EC included

- Coordinated by Utrecht University



8. http://www.birth-of-tv.org
























